
August 31, 2009

SANDRA KAPLAN'S
DEPTH AND COMPLEXITY 

AND 
CONTENT IMPERATIVES

PULL THE TABS ON THE RIGHT TO FIND 
THE DEFINITIONS!



August 31, 2009

DEPTH

AND

COMPLEXITYPull the tabs on the right to 
find the definitions!



August 31, 2009

tools

jargon

icons

acronyms

LANGUAGE OF 
THE DISCIPLINE
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parts

factors

attributes

variables

DETAILS
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repetition

predictability

PATTERNS
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force

influence

TRENDS

direction

course of action
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missing parts

discrepancies

UNANSWERED
QUESTIONS

unclear ideas

incomplete ideas
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order

structures

RULES

hierarchy

explanation
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different opinions

points of view

ETHICS

judging
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theory

principle

BIG IDEAS

generalization
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connecting points in time

predict based on time 
relationships

OVER TIME

within a time period
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different roles and knowledge

MULTIPLE 
PERSPECTIVES

opposing viewpoints
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between disciplines

THROUGHOUT
DISCIPLINES

within the discipline

across the disciplines
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What were the roots?

ORIGIN

How did this begin?

What was the stimulus?

What was the cause?

Describe the development.

What was the catalyst?

Evaluate the causes.
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What things came together to 
cause this?

CONTRIBUTION

What was this the result of?
How long did this build?

What was the value?
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What seems the same as?

PARALLELS

What is comparable?

What is similar?



August 31, 2009

Where is the intersection?

CONVERGENCE

How did things merge?
How did this all come together?

What were the meeting 
points?
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What is an unexpected result?

IMPACT

What were the consequences?
What were the effects?

What direction did it take?

Where might it go?
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Dilemna?

PARADOX

Inconsistencies?

Opposing ideas?

Incongruent?
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